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allum Anderson, a solicitor-advocate and partner at
Levy & McRae, acted for Alex Salmond, Scotland’s
former ﬁrst minister, who was found not guilty last
week of 12 sexual assault charges. A 13th was not

proven.

Callum Anderson
M A RC T U R N E R

What were the main issues in this case?
The collateral rule of evidence meant that we were unable to
use in the trial material we had recovered that was helpful to
the defence. The restrictions imposed by the Crown in terms of
not being able to provide our client with copies of documents
that had been disclosed to us created practical di

culties given

the volume of material we were dealing with.
What is the best decision you have taken in the law?
To specialise in litigation — no two cases and no two days in the
life of a litigator are the same.
Who has inspired you?
I have worked for and with some exceptional lawyers. The late
Paul McBride, QC [who defended the Rangers FC and Scotland
goalkeeper Allan McGregor on sexual assault claims that never
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reached court] stands out as his kindness and ability to connect
with people was unique.
What is the funniest thing that has happened to you in legal
practice?
While defending a stripper charged with public indecency, the
client told me that he covered himself during his act with a
towel. I told him to bring the towel in question to court to use in
the trial, but when it was produced, it was little more than a
facecloth.

What is the best advice you have received?
That good results derive from hard work.
Which three qualities should a lawyer have?
An ability to identify and understand what is important and
what is not important in a case. A willingness to make personal
sacriﬁces in order to achieve results. A sense of humour.
What law would you enact?
A simpliﬁed procedure through which those who are abused,
harassed or defamed online can quickly and easily recover
details of who posted the material. The current procedure
involving court applications is beyond the ﬁnancial means of
most people.
How would you like to be remembered?
Professionally, for going the extra mile for my clients.
Personally, for being a good father and husband.
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Salmond cleared of all sex assault charges
Alex Salmond has been cleared of 13 charges of sexual assault at the end of a
trial that was unprecedented for a national...
March 23 2020, 3.30pm
Kieran Andrews
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